[Frontotemporal dementias].
Frontotemporal dementias are the second largest degenerative dementia group after Alzheimer's disease. It is a clinical syndrome corresponding to at least three histological entities: Pick's disease, non-specific frontotemporal degeneration, frontal lobe abnormalities associated with motor neuron disease. There are four group of symptoms in the clinical description of FTD: behavioural disorder, affective symptoms, speech disorders, neurological signs. FTD is associated with primary degeneration of the frontal and temporal lobes. Histologically there was neuronal loss, microvacuolation, tau- and ubiquitin-immunoreactive inclusions. The ballooned cortical neurons and tau- and ubiquitin-immunoreactive, argyrophilic inclusions have been called Pick-type histology. There are many descriptions of association of FTD and Pick's disease with motor neuron disease and amyotrophic lateral sclerosis. Histological changes were similar to cortical ones. In this study, we described clinical characteristic features of frontotemporal dementia and difficulties in its identification. The distinctive histopathological pattern in the FTD patients and its value to differentiate frontotemporal degeneration from other degenerative dementias is discussed.